
ACEDC Spring 2023 Newsletter

Hello and thank you for taking the time to read our spring newsletter!

We hope you find this information useful. As always, your feedback is welcome and
appreciated.

Enjoy, 
ACEDC

From the Desk of the Executive Director

The legislature has hit the halfway mark of the 2023 session, or “cross-over,” when bills
need to clear committees to get taken up in the other body (House or Senate). There has
been some progress on major issues, both in Montpelier and here in Addison County, that
should help advance economic and community development.
 
Childcare:  S.56 has passed through three Senate Committees and the full Senate. The
Senate version includes costs of $90 million in year one and $190 million starting in year
two. The Senate’s funding mechanism is a payroll tax of 0.42% this year and roughly 1% in
subsequent years. The payroll tax is split between the employer (75%) and the employee
(25%) with an option for the employer to pay the full tax. The Senate also repealed the
Child Tax Credit passed just last year to help defray the cost of the bill.
In short, the bill: 

Seeks to increase the wages of childcare workers,
Raises $190 million from a payroll tax, repurposing the VT Child Tax Credit, and
utilizing some ongoing budget surplus, 
Increases subsidies to Vermont households utilizing childcare so that they do not feel
the impact of those increases in childcare wages, 

The Senate Childcare bill also includes a parental leave proposal that provides 12 weeks of
paid parental leave. The House has its own Paid Family Leave bill, H.66, which passed the
House on March 24.
 
The Senate childcare bill heads for major scrutiny by the House, where it is expected that
members will abandon the payroll tax, possibly for a consumption tax or, according to
rumors, a corporate tax. 
 
Meanwhile, back here is Addison County, several childcare projects are advancing that will
provide much needed slots in the near future, including the expansion of the Otter Creek
Child Care Center, a potential childcare operation at the Congregational Church of
Middlebury called the Red Clover Children’s Center, and a Bristol project planned by the
Willowell Foundation that received Vermont Community Revitalization and Recovery
Program funding.
 
Housing: The Senate also passed S.100 – The HOME bill - after substantial negotiation
between the Senate Committees on Economic Development/Housing and Natural
Resources. Many housing advocates, who also support responsible development where we
have planned for growth, were frustrated with what had been done to the changes to Act
250 in the original bill, scaling them back to a superfluous scale. The original bill would
have created a 25-units of housing trigger for the entire state, the Senate Natural
Resources Committee restricted that trigger to only in “designated areas,” which represent
about 0.3% of the state. S. 100 now goes to the House.
 
Here in Addison County, steps were taken towards the major housing development planned
by Summit Properties. The State of Vermont designated the area that includes the project
location as a Neighborhood Development Area, the project was awarded $6 million from
the VHFA Missing Middle program, and the Middlebury DRB has started review of the
project plans. Additionally, a housing development planned for Vergennes by the Sienna
Construction Company was awarded $500,000 in funding from the Vermont Community
Revitalization and Recovery Program.
 
Broadband: H.145, the FY23 budget adjustment bill, which became law on March 20,
included $30 million in additional funding for the Vermont Community Broadband Board,
providing a state match to the $84 million Federal National Telecommunications and
Information Broadband grant to Vermont. Locally, Maple Broadband, the Communications
Union District for Addison County has been awarded about $17 million in grants and has
partnered with Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecomm to start building out fiber-optic
broadband in some rural parts of Addison County. Please see the Highlighted Partner
segment below for more on Maple Broadband.
 
Workforce Development: H.484, a workforce and economic development bill passed out
of House Commerce includes over $41 million for workforce training and education,
including $1.25 million for the Regional Development Corporations to continue a very
successful Small Business Technical Assistance program started during COVID and a $5
million Rural Industry Development Fund that will assist RDCs to pre-permit and develop
infrastructure for empty facilities and land so that growing or recruited companies do not
have to wait 18-24 months for a place to grow or locate.
 
As these bills make there way through the House and Senate, our message has been for
legislators to keep an eye on the overall cost and the burden placed on businesses. While
we all support the overall goals of these bills, when added to the tax and fee burden of
other proposals such as Universal School Meals and DMV changes, the cost to business
could be substantial. 

ACEDC News

Our members-only webinar series for 2023 is
underway - thank you to everyone who has attended
so far! We have some great presentations coming up -
keep an eye on our website and register for any & all
of the webinars that interest you.

Upcoming webinars include:

May 9: Working Around the Match and Through
the Grant Process
June 13: Event Management - Protecting Your
Attendees and You
July 11: Moving Business Forward with a Data-
Driven Multi-Channel Approach

2023 Business Educational Webinar Series

Read More

Join us in welcoming Richard McKerr, the newest
member of the ACEDC Board, representing the Town
of Middlebury.
Richard has over 50 years of entrepreneurial and
turnaround management and international experience
in multiple industry sectors, including heavy
manufacturing, service, and technology.

Richard McKerr Joins the ACEDC Board
Representing Middlebury

Read More

Have you updated your member profile on ACEDC’s website?
We would like our member directory to be a useful resource for everyone, but we need your
help! We would greatly appreciate it if you could take a few minutes to provide some basic
information about your business. We have prepared a video tutorial and written instructions
to guide you through the process. 
 
If you have any questions or issues as you complete this process, please reach out to
Barbara Richardson, ACEDC Office Manager, at brichardson@addisoncountyedc.org or
802-388-7953 ext. 2.
 
Thank you for your support and participation.

Stay up to date between newsletters by visiting our News Feed,
the ACEDC Events and Business Community Calendar webpages,

and following us on social media!

 

Community News

The Addison County Marketing Partnership, made up of ACEDC, the Addison County
Chamber of Commerce, Better Middlebury Partnership, Vergennes Partnership, and Bristol
Core, recently wrapped up a three-season tourism marketing campaign called 48 Hours in
Addison County. The effort, funded in part by a Vermont Department of Tourism and
Marketing grant administered by ACEDC, highlighted over 100 Addison County businesses
in three visitor groups: Foodie, Charm, and Recreation. The campaign was targeted to the
Boston, NYC, Albany, and Montreal drive markets and featured amplification of our region
by several BIPOC and LGBTQ+ influencers for whom we arranged lodging and local bucks
so they could experience our region and share with their followers. Take a look at the visit
by Chris and Alex.

48 Hours in Addison County Marketing Campaign
Wraps Up

The Vermont Housing Finance Agency (VHFA)
awarded Summit Properties $6,075,405 to build
"workforce housing" as part of the Stonecrop Meadows
housing project in Middlebury.
When complete, Stonecrop Meadows will include
about 200 mixed-income homes, offering a
combination of rental and for-sale properties. The
VHFA award will help with construction of around 35
units with estimated sales prices from $291,000 for a
two-bedroom home to $336,000 for a three-bedroom
home.
The Stonecrop Meadows project received the largest
award from the Missing Middle-Income
Homeownership program money for this year.
If all goes well, construction could begin as soon as
Fall 2023 or Spring 2024.

Summit Properties Awarded $6M to Build New
Housing in Middlebury

Read More

Governor Phil Scott and Agency of Commerce and
Community Development (ACCD) announced the first
round of approved grant applications for projects that
spur economic recovery through the Community
Recovery and Revitalization Program (CRRP). The
program, administered by the Department of Economic
Development (DED), aims to strengthen communities
across the state by reversing the harm caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic through assistance with capital
investments that will help businesses, nonprofits, and
municipalities to recover, retain existing jobs, and grow
the economy.

Four Addison County CRRP projects funded,
including for housing and childcare

Read More

The State of Vermont, in collaboration with the
University of Vermont (UVM) and the Vermont Student
Assistance Corporation (VSAC), is offering a loan
repayment program to incentivize and retain new
graduates from Vermont state colleges and
universities. Any graduate during the spring 2023
academic year with a Bachelor of Science and/or
Bachelor of Arts can apply for the award.

Green Mountain Job & Retention Program Launched

Read More

The Department of Housing and Community Development’s (DHCD) Downtown
Development Board has announced two new state designations for communities in
Addison and Caledonia counties. State designations incentivize housing, business, and
public infrastructure development in Vermont’s civic centers and development-ready areas.

Vermont’s state designation programs work together to provide incentives, align policies,
and give communities the technical assistance needed to encourage new development and
redevelopment in Vermont’s compact, designated areas.

The town of Middlebury was granted the Neighborhood Development Area Designation
(NDA). This program encourages municipalities and developers to plan for new
development within walking distance of its existing designated downtown.

State Board Designates Downtown Hardwick and
Middlebury Neighborhoods for New Benefits

Read More

Haymaker Bun Company was named a semifinalist for
the prestigious James Beard Award for Outstanding
Bakery - congratulations!
The category is new to the awards this year, and
Haymaker is among 20 semifinalists nationwide.

Haymaker Bun Company named as a semifinalist in
the 2023 James Beard Awards

Read More

 

Our Members & Partners in the News

Over 100 Vermont businesses from diverse industries
completed the 2023 annual economic survey in
January regarding the outlook of Vermont’s small- to
medium-sized businesses. 80% of the business
owners who responded have fewer than 25
employees. The survey, presented by Davis and
Hodgdon CPAs and the Vermont Chamber of
Commerce, revealed that there is more optimism in
business owners’ attitudes about the Vermont
economy than there is optimism for the U.S. economy.
Also noteworthy is that most business owners are
optimistic about their operations and profitability in
2023 and many have made significant adjustments to
their business models to adapt to post-pandemic life.

Vermont Small Businesses Economic Outlook
Survey Results Released

Read More

 

Business Resources

The Small Business Administration is accepting
applications for T.H.R.I.V.E., a free executive
entrepreneurship training course scheduled to begin in
June.
Over six months, small business owners will learn how
to accelerate growth through targeted training from
leaders in small business development and work with
a network of experienced subject matter experts in
core business areas such as accounting, business
strategy, marketing and human resources.

The SBA Vermont District Office will select 20 small
businesses to participate in the training course. The
training is not for start-ups or people who are thinking
about starting a business. To be accepted, small
business owners must:
- Have annual revenues of at least $250,000.
- Have been in business for at least three years.
- Have at least one employee, other than self.

To apply for the six-month training, visit
https://www.sbathrive.com.

For more information about the training, visit
www.sba.gov/thrive.

SBA Executive Entrepreneurship Training Class

Vermont Law and Graduate School’s Entrepreneurial
Legal Laboratory (VLSell) helps Vermont’s small
businesses find legal support to launch, transition, and
grow. As part of the Small Business Administration’s
Community Navigator Pilot Program (CNPP), VLSell
received grant funding to provide education and legal
services to Vermont small businesses owned by
traditionally disadvantaged individuals – BIPOC,
LGBTQ+, disabled, veteran, rural, and women. Since
the program launched in December 2021, VLSELL has
helped over 60 Vermont small businesses learn about
the law, and find a lawyer to help them with their legal
needs.

Vermont Law & Graduate School's Entrepreneurial
Legal Laboratory

Read More

The Northern Border Regional Commission (NBRC)
has opened the 2023 Catalyst Program grant
application opportunity. The competitive Catalyst
Program makes up to $44 million in grant funds
available, approximately $11 million in Vermont, to
stimulate economic growth and inspire partnerships
that improve rural economic vitality across the four-
state NBRC region.

NBRC applicants must select a local organization to
assist with the administration of NBRC grants. In
Addison County, you can choose between ACEDC
and ACRPC. Applicants can also choose to self-
administer, but must prove in-house capacity and
request a waiver when your apply.

NBRC Catalyst Program

Read More

In partnership with Vermont’s Regional Development
Corporations, Efficiency Vermont is offering enhanced
rebates to support Vermont businesses in upgrading to
qualified LED lighting in 2023.
Projects may be eligible to receive one of two special
lighting rebates covering a portion of project costs as
follows:

75% of equipment and installation costs covered,
up to a maximum rebate of $10,000
Projects with 500 or more linear tube LEDs
(TLEDs): 100% of equipment cost covered

This program is designed specifically with small- and
medium-sized businesses. However, any business
may apply.

Enhanced Rebates for Commercial LED Lighting
Projects

Read More

Round 3 of the Creative Futures Grant Program opens
May 1, 2023.

The aim of this program is to provide aid to creative
sector organizations and businesses that continue to
struggle financially due to the impact of the Covid-19
pandemic.

Creative Futures Grant Program

Read More

 

Community Events

Wednesday, April 5th

Anxiety and depression can affect anyone, regardless
of age, circumstance and background. The National
Institute on Mental Health estimates that 1 in 4 adults
will suffer from a mental health condition in a given
year. Even children as young as 3 years of age can be
diagnosed with anxiety and depression. Join our panel
as we discuss symptoms and treatment options, and
help answer your questions about this important topic.

Free and Open to All

A Conversation about Anxiety & Depression: Porter
Medical Center presents the Fishbowl Series

Read More

Wednesday, May 17th

New to HR or simply just need a refresher? Are you a
small business owner and not sure where to start
when it comes to HR? Then this full-day program is for
you! We’ve gathered some of Vermont’s local experts
to educate attendees on some essential HR topics.
This program is designed to target entry-level HR
professionals to give them a thorough introduction into
the world of HR. Seasoned HR professionals are also
encouraged to attend! Please come share your
insights, network or hey, everyone could use a
refresher, right?

HR 101 Series: Back to the Basics

Read More

Thursday, June 1st

The VEOC conference is back this year for a day of in-
person learning, featuring:

19 workshops with professional advisors and
consultants
Plentiful chances to network, socialize and relax
Online participation options for select workshops

Keynote Speaker: Derek Peebles, Senior Director
Policy & Advocacy for Inclusive Economy at American
Sustainable Business Network.

21st Annual Vermont Employee Ownership
Conference

Read More

 

Employment, Training and Education Opportunities

Visit our website for a current list of job opportunities

Thursday, May 4, 2023 from 11am-2pm
Outdoors at Middlebury Parks & Rec on Creek Road.
More information: 802-388-4921
May Job Fest 2023 Exhibitor Registration

FREE May Job Fest in Middlebury

Job Fairs

Vermont Department of Labor #Hiring2DayVT Virtual Job Fairs 

Weekly VT DoL Virtual Workshops

Resume Writing Workshop - Mondays at 9am

Regional Employment Connections - Mondays at 1pm

Interviewing Skills - Tuesdays at 9am

Re-Employment Strategies - Wednesdays at 9am

Resume Writing Workshop - Wednesdays at 1pm

Interviewing Skills - Fridays at 1pm
 

Highlighted Partner: Maple Broadband

Maple Broadband is a Communications Union District (CUD) composed of 20 towns in
Addison County. CUDs are non-profit, municipal entities formed in order to deliver high
speed fiber broadband service to every on-grid address in their member towns.

In mid-2022, Maple Broadband received a construction grant of $8.7 million to construct
high-speed fiber broadband internet infrastructure in underserved areas of Cornwall,
Leicester, Middlebury, Orwell, Salisbury, Shoreham, and Whiting. This technology delivers
internet access through fiber-optic cables, which transmit data at the speed of light,
providing a much faster and more reliable internet connection than other types of internet
service.
 
High-speed fiber internet was launched in February in parts of Cornwall, Middlebury, and
Salisbury, with almost 100 residents already subscribing to the service. Early users are
thrilled with the service, with one praising the exceptional speed and performance, while
another said it had made it possible for them to work effortlessly from home. These
responses highlight the significance of high-speed internet access throughout the county,
including rural areas.

In April, the 2023 construction season will begin, targeting the remaining areas covered by
the construction grant. Residents can visit get.maplebroadband.net to check if the service is
accessible at their address and register their interest in receiving it.

Recent articles about Maple Broadband:
Nonprofit internet arrives in the county - Addison Independent
Maple Broadband announces service launch - VTDigger
Maple Broadband celebrates service launch - WCAX
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